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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE International application No. 

hSeRNATION^^^ AUTHORITY PCT/1B2004/052723 



Box No. I Basis of the opinion 



1 With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in 
" the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item, 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
languag^^^ , which is the language of a translation fumished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

2 With regard to any nucleotide andfer amino acid sequence disclosed in the International application and 
* necessary to the claimed Invention, this opinion has been established on the basis ot. 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of fillngyfurnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ fumished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search . 

3 □ In addition in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing andA>r table ^^^^^ 

hafbS file^^^^ the required statements that the Information in the subsequent or additional 

S?l2 is identiSLi the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 

appropriate, were fumished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43Ws.1(a)(i) with '^Qf^'^^l?^^^' inventive step or 
Industrial applicability; citations and explanations support ing such statement 
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Industrial applicability (lA) 
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Re Item V. 



1 Reference is made to the following document: 
D1: US-A-6 005 294 

D2: US-A-4 343 877 
D3: DE 41 08 576 A1 
D4: EP-A-1 150 170 
D5: EP-A-1 162 507 

2 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of certain claims is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

2 1 Document D1 discloses all of the features of claim 1 : 

A wafer (8; of. figure 3), which wafer comprises a number oflattice fields (3b) in each 
exposure field (17b). wherein each lattice field contains an IC (implicit), and which 
wafer comprises a first group of dicing paths (path 2 in one direction; cf. column 4, 
lines 33 - 37) and a second group of second dicing paths (path 2 in the perpendicular 
direction to the first direction; of. column 4, lines 33 - 37). wherein all of the first dicing 
paths of the first group run parallel to a first direction (2. figure 3) and have a first path 
width (2 figure 3) and wherein all of the second dicing paths of the second group run 
parallel to a second direction intersecting the first direction and have a second path 
width (2 figure 3) and wherein the first dicing paths and the second dicing paths are 
provided and designed for a subsequent segregation of the lattice fields and the ICs 
contained therein (implicit), and wherein in each exposure field at least two control 
module fields (13. 14. 15. 16) are provided, each of which control module fields 
contains at least one optical control module (implicit, the marks are alignment marks 
and therefore necessarily optical control marks; cf. column 5, lines 4 - 6). and wherein 
each control module field provided in an exposure field is provided in place of a 
preset number of lattice fields (alignment marks being in the exposure fields and 
therefore at a preset number of lattice fields; cf. figure 3) . and wherein the at least 
two control module fields of each exposure field are arranged at an average distance 
from one another extending in the second direction which average distance is equal 
to at least a quarter of the side length of a side of the exposure field which extends in 
the second direction (see figure 3. distance between e.g. 16 and 15 being more than 
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a quarter of the length of the exposure field 17). 
Therefore, claim 1 is not novel. 

When drafting claims to overcome the above objections based on D1 , the applicant 
should ensure that the amended claims are also novel and inventive over D2 - D5. 

2.2 Certain dependent claims do not contain any features which, in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of novelty and/or inventive step. 

D1 discloses the additional feature of claim 2 of the average distance being the 
whole length of an exposure field (17b; cf. figure 3)) minus the length of a lattice field 
(3b). • 

D1 discloses the additional feature of claim 3 of the control modules being located in 
a corner region, (cf. figure 3). 

The additional feature of claim 4 of providing of the control module in place of one 
lattice field only would be provided as a matter of routine. 
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